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By Elvis Yao Blewube»

The theme “Dare to Invent the Future of the AfCFTA” for Biashara 
Afrika 2024 in Kigali, Rwanda, is more than just a statement. It is a 
rallying cry for the entire continent to rise to the challenge of unlock-
ing Africa’s boundless potential. Inspired by the revolutionary spirit of 
President Thomas Sankara, former President of Burkina Faso, this 
theme embodies the courage, innovation, and boldness needed to 
transform Africa into a global economic powerhouse, lifting millions 
out of poverty and creating new opportunities for generations to 
come.

For this visual, I drew on Sankara’s powerful words: “You cannot 
carry out fundamental change without a certain amount of madness.” 
This idea of audacity, of breaking away from the norm to achieve 
something greater, resonates strongly with the AfCFTA’s mission of 
reshaping Africa’s trade landscape. To reflect this, I chose to focus on 
two figures who embody this daring: Sankara, the dreamer of a 
united Africa, and H.E. Wamkele Mene, Secretary-General of the 
AfCFTA, the leader driving that dream towards reality.

The key visual I created a pencil sketch composition of Sankara and 
H.E. Mene, draws a powerful connection between these two “mad 
men,” both visionaries in their own right. Sankara’s intense gaze 
looks to the future, filled with hope and optimism for an Africa that 
could break free from economic dependency. In contrast, H.E. 
Mene’s gaze reflects pride and determination, as he leads the 
AfCFTA Secretariat in executing this vision of African economic 
integration.

Daring to Invent: The Visual Story Behind 
AfCFTA’s Bold Future
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Sankara, who imagined a self-reliant Africa long before it was a tangible goal, symbolises the 
visionary dreamer. His revolutionary leadership in Burkina Faso and his bold ideas about 
African unity and emancipation laid the foundation for the kind of change the AfCFTA now 
seeks to implement. H.E. Mene, as the Secretary-General of the AfCFTA, represents the 
bridge between this dream and its realisation. His leadership is bringing Sankara’s dream 
closer to reality, as Africa takes monumental steps towards becoming an integrated econom-
ic powerhouse.

The pencil sketch technique I used serves a dual purpose: it adds emotional weight and 
historical depth, while also linking the revolutionary past to the present and future of Africa’s 
economic journey. The visual is meant to evoke a sense of continuity, showing that Africa’s 
journey towards economic integration didn’t begin today, but is rooted in the aspirations of 
leaders like Sankara. The AfCFTA is the platform that brings those aspirations to life, and H.E. 
Mene is the leader tasked with steering the ship.

Through this visual expression, I aimed to encapsulate the essence of the theme “Dare to 
Invent the Future of the AfCFTA.” It is a call for action, not just for policymakers and leaders, 
but for every African. It challenges us to be bold, to innovate, and to shape our future through 
trade and economic cooperation. By bridging the past with the present, I wanted to highlight 
that the AfCFTA is not just about trade. It’s about realising a vision for a united and prosper-
ous Africa.

In conclusion, this key visual symbolises the AfCFTA’s mission to unite Africa economically. 
It serves as a tribute to both the dreamers and the doers, those who dared to imagine a differ-
ent future for Africa, and those who are daring to make that future a reality. Through Sanka-
ra’s vision and H.E. Wamkele Mene’s leadership, Africa’s journey towards economic integra-
tion is not just a dream anymore; it’s happening, and we are all part of it.
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